Annex E

Republic of the Philippines

House of Representatives
Quezon City, Metro Manila

07 September 2020
HONORABLE BERNADETTE “BH” HERRERA
Deputy Majority Leader
House of Representatives
Quezon City

Dear Hon. Herrera:
This refers to your Honor’s letter dated 3 September 2020, requesting for a Certification
that the House of Representatives consents to your Honor holding the position of Director
of APOLLO GLOBAL CAPITAL, INC., a publicly listed holding company.
The House of Representatives maintains the position that neither the Secretary General
nor the Speaker, as political and administrative head of the House of Representatives,
possesses the power and duty to oversee a Member’s private engagement, business or
profession, which does not involve, affect or impede the Member’s official functions.
It is, therefore, unnecessary for the House of Representatives to consent to or allow a
Member to assume any position in a publicly listed corporation.
In taking on any private engagement, however, the Honorable Members of the House of
Representatives need always to consider the constitutional and statutory prohibitions on
conflict of interest1 to avoid any violation.

1

1987 Constitution, Article VI, Section 14. No Senator or Member of the House of
Representatives may personally appear as counsel before any court of justice or before the
Electoral Tribunals, or quasi-judicial and other administrative bodies. Neither shall he, directly or
indirectly, be interested financially in any contract with, or in any franchise or special privilege
granted by the Government, or any subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including any
government-owned or controlled corporation, or its subsidiary, during his term of office. He shall
not intervene in any matter before any office of the Government for his pecuniary benefit or where
he may be called upon to act on account of his office.
Republic Act No 3019, Section 3. Corrupt practices of public officers . — In addition to acts or
omissions of public officers already penalized by existing law, the following shall constitute
corrupt practices of any public officer and are hereby declared to be unlawful:
(i) Directly or indirectly becoming interested, for personal gain, or having a material interest in
any transaction or act requiring the approval of a board, panel or group of which he is a member,
and which exercises discretion in such approval, even if he votes against the same or does not
participate in the action of the board, committee, panel or group.
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For your Honor’s information and guidance.

Very truly yours,

JOSE LUIS G. MONTALES
Secretary General

Doc. No. 13523

Interest for personal gain shall be presumed against those public officers responsible for the
approval of manifestly unlawful, inequitable, or irregular transactions or acts by the board, panel
or group to which they belong.
Republic Act No. 6713, Section 3 (i) - "Conflict of interest" arises when a public official or
employee is a member of a board, an officer, or a substantial stockholder of a private corporation
or owner or has a substantial interest in a business, and the interest of such corporation or
business, or his rights or duties therein, may be opposed to or affected by the faithful performance
of official duty.
RA 6713, Section 7. Prohibited Acts and Transactions. — In addition to acts and omissions of
public officials and employees now prescribed in the Constitution and existing laws, the following
shall constitute prohibited acts and transactions of any public official and employee and are
hereby declared to be unlawful:
(a) Financial and material interest. — Public officials and employees shall not, directly or
indirectly, have any financial or material interest in any transaction requiring the approval
of their office.
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